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Growing Passion for Place, Wildlife, and Wild Lands

2021 marked BEEC's 30th year—thirty years of
nurturing a next generation of stewards and sup-
porting and inspiring a love for nature. Our school
programs have expanded to all Windham South-
east Supervisory Union elementary schools as well
as Hinsdale Elementary, Marlboro Elementary, Hill-
top Montessori, and Newbrook Elementary School.

Our Nature Explorers Camps have become the
place for young naturalists to experience nature
immersion during the summer and during school
vacation weeks.

Together we have studied ferns and grasses, doc-
umented reptiles and amphibians, and have pon
dered the heavens and the fecund life in vernal
pools. Our Salamander Crossing Brigades Project
has inspired similar projects throughout the region.

Nothing makes us happier than to run into a BEEC
program alumn and learned how their experience
shaped their life, and thus the world around them.

Thanks to all who have made this possible.
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“Like music and art, love of nature is a
common language that can transcend

political or social boundaries.”
—Jimmy Carter




SALAMANDER CROSSING
BRIGADES

Each spring, BEEC organizes volunteers to assist
amphibians that migrate across roads to reach their
breeding habitat. In 2021 we held two on-line training
sessions and kept 268 volunteers apprised of migration
conditions throughout the season. For the first time, a
four-toed salamander was documented at one of the
crossing sites. Over 2,500 amphibians were safely es-
corted across roads.

WILDLIFE
REHABILITATION

EEC received funding from the DJ&T Foun-

dation to develop and strengthen a network
of wildife rehabilitators in southeastern Ver-
mont. This initiative is now well underway, with
an excellent group of recruits in training and
resources available to improve facilities. The
DJ&T grant also allowed us to create a section
on our website, Living with Wildlife, that offers
humane solutions for a variety of conflicts.

With our wildlife support vet, Dr. Svec, retiring

from his practice, we no longer had access to
a clinic for veterinary procedures. Fortunately,
the Windham County Humane Society offered
us the use of their clinic. Retired veterinarian
Sue Kelly has joined Dr. Svec in providing
veterinary services to injured wildlife. What a
team!

We provided care for 91 orphaned and injured
animals in 2021. Sixty-five were returned to the
wild. We also fielded many wildlife related calls
and helped get animals to other people who
could help them.




PUBLIC PROGRAMS

OUTREACH

here is so much that goes on at BEEC that does not
fall into one of the program categories. Here are some
examples:
¢ Naturalist Patti Smith shared her wildlife world with
readers of the Brattleboro Reformer through her
monthly column the View from Heifer Hill.
e BEEC staff shared nature activities with parents and
kids in each issue of Parent Express.
¢ We worked with many who called with questions
about the natural world or wildlife concerns.




“The excitement about nature
that the BEEC teacher portrays en-
gages kids and creates a fun learn-
ing experience. They remember their
hands-on experiences and build on
this knowledge.” — Teacher

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

The pandemic has had a silver-lining — the in-
crease in outdoor learning at schools. BEEC ed-
ucators have provided invaluable support to area
teachers as they continued adapting to this nec-
cessity in 2021. Our educators provided outdoor
learning opportunities for students at Oak Grove
School, Green Street School, Academy School,
Guilford Central School, Putney Central School,
Dummerston School, Vernon Elementary School,
Putney Grammar School, and the Hinsdale Ele-
mentary School.

BEEC developed curriculum with experiential activ-
ities for Hinsdale Elementary School K- 5th grades,
meeting Next Generation Science Standards while
getting students outdoors.

At the end of the spring semester, school program
educators Joan Carey and Emily Hartz moved on
to a new adventure—supporting teachers with out-
door learning at Academy School. We thank them
both for their exceptional work for BEEC.

In the fall, Sarah Tsalbins and Ellen Peters, both
seasoned educators, stepped into the school pro-
gram positions and continued getting kids excited
about science and nature.




NATURE EXPLORERS CAMPS

fter a year of COVID shut-down, we began with a scaled-back

pring camp in 2021. That went so well that we dove into sum-

mer with the largest camp session ever— 8 weeks and all ran at full

capacity. To allow for social distancing we staffed two smaller groups
and were able to increase the numbers of campers.

Camps were completely outdoors, exploring, discovering, imagining,
and playing through sunny days, soggy days, and everything in be-
tween.

A Vermont Afterschool Summer Matters for All grant enabled us to
hire a special educator as a camp inclusion liaison to better support
all children at camp.

Shutterbugs: Nature Photo Explorers, a week-long program for teen-
agers offered in collaboration with In-Sight Photography continues to
be a great success.

“We observed our child coming home
every afternoon excited to show/tell us
something he made and did. We love the
connection he made with others, nature,
and his creativity. We had such a warm
welcome the first day, which eased our
child’s worries.”

“My child attended several camps this
summer but this was by far his favorite
because he said there was always some-
thing to do. I think this is because of the
quality of the staff who always tended to
my child’s needs and made sure that he
was engaged..”

FOREST OF MYSTERY

o 81 Over 600 people attended the Forest
' -l - - of Mystery, BEEC's theatrical Hal-
> & loween-season show. This Mad Future,
written and directed by James Gelter,
took travelers to a dystopian world and
. offered the chance to change its fate.
BEEC thanks to the many volunteers

who brought this prduction to life.



FINANCIALS 2021

INCOME EXPENSES
Donations - $62,013 Wages & benefits - $217,043
Fundraising (events) - $13,170 Rental expense - $6,000
Grants - $19,149 General Expenses - $18,028
Investment interest/dividends - $20,502 Repairs, Grounds Maintenance - $6,751
Membership - $13,109 Stipends, Professional Fees, Contractors -
Program Fees - $112,598 $12,231
Merchandise - $12 Insurance - $9,552
Forgiveness of PPP Loans - $72,859 Taxes - $5,672
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WHO WE WORKED Putney Central School
WITH Dummerston Elementary School

Guilford Central School
Newbrook School

Townshend Elementary School
Hilltop Montessori School

Dummerston Conservation Commission
Guilford Conservation Commission
Green River Watershed Alliance Marlboro Elementary School

InSight Photography Hinsdale Elementary School
Marlboro College SPARKS program

Landmark College Guilford Stage and Stream
Academy School Summer Program

Green St School Community House
Oak Grove School Winston Prouty

Vernon Elementary School
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Camp counselor Libby Green's AmeriCorps service story:

“I went to the Saturday Farmers Market and heard one of the 6-year-old camp-
ers call my name. She was so thrilled to see me outside of camp! | sat and talk-
ed with her and her mom, who shared that though it had been nearly a month
since she had gone to camp for a week, her curiosity and love for nature were
still blossoming. The camper shared that she now wants to be a naturalist when
she grows up and that she made her family start composting! Each week flies
by with whole new groups of children, but it was so wonderful to have that fol-
low-up and see that each week, lifelong impacts are made and relationships
with nature deepen.”
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